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If you notice any changes or inconsistencies with our resources, please inform Navigation to help us stay 
current.  
 
What is the difference between a marriage and a civil union? 
A civil union is a form of state-level relationship recognition for couples, regardless of gender, that entitles them 
to receive the same benefits and protections as married spouses. Unlike marriages, civil unions do not have 
any rights under federal law (such as federal income tax filing, survivor benefits of federal pensions, and social 
security). Same-sex marriage was legalized in 2015, but civil unions are still valid in Colorado.  
 
How to enter into a civil union or marriage 

• Applications can be completed online or in-person at a county clerk and recorder office.  
o For Denver County, apply online at 

https://countyfusion3.kofiletech.us/countyweb/login.do?countyname=Denver 
o For other counties, please visit their websites 

• Denver’s office is located at:  
201 W Colfax Ave Dept. 101 Denver, CO 80202 
Monday - Friday 8 am – 4:30 pm 
720-865-8400 

• The couple must enter into the civil union or marriage within 35 days before the license expires and return 
it to the county within 63 days of the license being signed.  

 
Checklist 

• Both applicants must provide the following to obtain a civil union license: 

• Proof of identification (ID) with date of birth: 
o Current U.S. state-issued driver's license or permit 
o U.S. state-issued ID 
o U.S. military ID 
o Passport (with certified English-language translation if non-English) 

• $30 fee for the license – payments are accepted in cash, check or debit/credit card. We accept Visa, 
MasterCard or Discover. 

• If an applicant cannot appear in person, the other applicant must apply in person and provide the 
following: 

o Absentee application completed, signed and notarized. All information contained on the application 
must match exactly what is on the identification document (ID). An absentee application form can 
be found on the Clerk and Recorder website. 

o Photocopy of the absent party's identification document (ID) used for notarizing the affidavit. 
  

Age Requirements: 

• Applicants for a civil union license must be 18 years of age or older. 

• Applicants who are 18 years of age or older and under guardianship may not enter into a civil union 
unless the party has the written consent of the guardian. 

 
 

 
 

https://countyfusion3.kofiletech.us/countyweb/login.do?countyname=Denver
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/denver-office-of-the-clerk-and-recorder/marriage-civil-union-licenses/license-fees-and-forms.html
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How to merge a civil union into a marriage 
Civil unions can be merged into a marriage without separately dissolving the civil union. You must obtain a 
marriage license through the process outlined above. Check with your clerk and recorder’s office for specific 
information on the merging process.  
 
Civil unions in other states 
Civil unions, domestic partnerships, and other similar relationships entered into in another state are recognized 
in Colorado.   
 
 
 
 
 


